FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Swift Current, SK
Sunday, October 4, 2026

World Wide Communion Sunday
Leading Worship: Rev. Kelly Osgood
Music Director: James MclLauchlan

Pianist: Mary Anderson
Reader: Marie Andrews

GATHERING
Greeting and Welcome
Announcements
Land Acknowledgement
Lighting the Christ Candle

Centering Hymn: MV #21 Open Our Hearts
(please remain seated)

Call to Worship
ONE: We gather to worship YHWH who leads us to freedom.
ALL: God is our strength and our power!
ONE: Let us sing and dance before God.
ALL: The Lord brings us joy and lifts us up in hope.
ONE: Come, let us worship God who is always with us.
ALL: Let us celebrate the good news God brings to us each day. Amen.

Opening Hymn: VU #469 We Gather Here
(please stand as you are able)

Opening Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer: VU #959
Confession
Confessional Prayer
Words of Assurance: You are given, loved and free!
COMMUNION

Communion Hymn: VU #402 We Are One (verses 1, 2 & 3)




Invitation to the Table
ONE: God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
ONE: Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift our hearts in prayer.
ONE: Let us give thanks to God.
ALL: Itis right to give our thanks and praise!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
... joining with all creation, and all heavenly hosts sing:

MV #203 Kingsfold Communion Set (Holy, Holy Holy)

Telling the Story
... Whenever you drink it, remember me.

MV #204 Memorial Acclamation
Prayer over the Bread and Cup
MV #205 Great Amen
Sharing of the Body of Christ and the Cup of Salvation

Prayer after Communion (in unison)

For the Bread we have eaten,
for the Cup we have tasted, for the life we have received,
we thank you, oh God.

Grant that what we have done,
and have been given here may put its mark on us
that it may remain always in our hearts.

Grant that we may become mature Christians,
that ours may be the faith that is one loving action;
through Christ Jesus we pray.

Amen.

WORD

Scripture Reading: Exodus 14:5-31 The Parting of the Red Sea
(NLT Bible)

Reflection: Passage to Freedom

Choral Offering: Come to the Water
- Words and Music by Mary Martin and Joseph M. Martin.



RESPONSE
Offering Invitation
Prayer of Dedication
Prayers of the People

Closing Hymn: VU #481 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
(please stand as you are able)

Commissioning & Benediction

Choral Closing: Celtic Blessing
- Traditional, transcribed by Pete Seeger, Choral Arrangement by James McLauchlan

Postlude

Worship Schedule

Oct 11 Thanksgiving Sunday - Pastor Patti Sherk
Oct 18 21° after Pentecost - Rev. Kelly Osgood
Oct 25 22" after Pentecost - Rev. Kelly Osgood
Nov 1 All Saints Day - Rev. Kelly Osgood

Prayer Cycles
Ministerial
New Life Seventh Day Adventist
Living Skies Regional Council
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (Oct 4)
Balgonie-McLean
Borderlands (Coronach, Rockglen-closing)




On World Communion Sunday, Consider How to Set the
Table For All

[Image credit: Courtesy of Tori Mullin]
What might it mean for the church to truly reflect the richness and diversity of God’s people?

Reflecting on a World Communion Sunday experience in Seoul, Rev. Tori Mullin invites us to imagine
communion tables shaped by the many cultures, flavours, and traditions of our human family. As we
look toward a United Church that is “inspired, resilient, and diverse,” she asks what we need to do with-
in ourselves to help set that table. Read Rev. Tori Mullin’s full blog, Setting the Table for an Intercul-
tural Church.

This fall, Rev. Dr. Hyuk Cho will lead Becoming an Intercultural Church: Encountering God Across
Cultures, a six-week online course exploring how communities of faith can move beyond sim-

ple "inclusion" and offer leaders ideas for practical applications of intercultural ministries in their own
contexts. Read the full blog

Rev. Eric Hébert-Daly Appointed as the New General Secretary

[Image credit: The United Church of Canada]

We're pleased to share that The United Church of Canada has appointed Rev. Eric Hébert-Daly as the
next General Secretary, effective January 1, 2027.

Currently serving as Executive Minister for East Central Ontario, Eastern Ontario Outaouais, and Na-
konha:ka Regional Councils, Rev. Hébert-Daly brings extensive experience in church leadership, strate-
gic planning, and community development. A passionate advocate for a thriving and welcoming church,
he has played a key role in shaping Toward 2035, our hope-filled strategy for a bolder future.

Born to an Acadian family, Eric has roots in Ontario, Quebec, and New Brunswick. He will be the first
Francophone to serve as General Secretary.

We give thanks for the faithful leadership of Rev. Michael Blair, who will continue as General Secretary
until December 31. Following a transition period in January 2027, he will retire, after more than six
years of dedicated service in this critical leadership role.

Please join us in congratulating Rev. Eric Hébert-Daly as he prepares to begin this new ministry of lead-
ership and service. Read the news story.
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