FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Swift Current, SK
Sunday, April 5, 2026

Easter Sunday

Leading Worship: Linda Stumpf
Music Director: James McLauchlan
Pianist: Mary Anderson
Organist: Patti McCleary
Reader: Pat Dyck-Bunkosky

GATHERING

Moment for Reflection

Holy week asks us to sit with this uncomfortable truth: that the salvation of the world does not come
through overwhelming strength, righteous retaliation, or moral superiority, but through a
vulnerable love that refuses to abandon the wounded, even when that refusal costs everything.

May light finds you today, not the harsh spotlight of perfection, but the steady lantern of trust. And
when fear tells you to cling, may grace whisper: "You can fall into the earth and still be held."

- Gregory Simpson in Wilderness and Wonder

Land Acknowledgement & Announcements

Lighting the Christ Candle

Gathering Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today (tune VU #155)

- words by Juanita L. Austin, music by Lyra Davidica (VU #155)

(please stand as you are able)

Call to Worship:

ONE:
ALL:
ONE:
ALL:
ONE:
ALL:
ONE:
ALL:
ONE:

This is the season of Easter:

the celebration of resurrection,
the festival of hope,

the promise of new beginnings,
the dance of faith,

the song of joy,

the music of gladness,

the hymn of love.

Let us Worship our life-giving God!

From: Celebrate God’s Presence, page 192.

Opening Hymn: VU #166 Joy Comes with the Dawn

(please remain seated)




Opening Prayer
Holy Mystery,
on this Easter day
we know that with you all things are possible.
May the Good News of Easter Joy
fill our lives and make our hearts glad.

Hallelujah. Amen
From: Celebrate God’s Presence, page 192.

The Lord’s Prayer
WORD

Hymn: MV #121 Hey Now! Singing Hallelujah! (verses 1, 2 & 3)
(please remain seated)

Community Learning Time - Melanie Davis

Hymn: MV #121 Hey Now! Singing Hallelujah! (verses 4 & 5)
(please remain seated)

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 31:1-6
(The Inclusive Bible)

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life.
ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear.

Reflection

Choral Offering: Christ is Alive
Words by Brian Wren & choral by Jane Holstein

RESPONSE
Minute for Mission: Rooted and Rising
Offering Invitation

Prayer of Dedication
We reach out to our neighbours, nearby and around the world,
as we present this offering, this return of the gifts you have given us.
Use this money, and use us in your service,
that all may know your love, your compassion,
your comfort, and your strength, in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
From: George Allan, Gathering, L/E 2026, page 46.

Prayers of the People



Closing Hymn: Jesus Incarnate
- words by William Steadman, music by Robert Hall
(please stand as you are able)

Commissioning and Benediction:
ONE: Christ is risen!
ALL: Christis risen, indeed! Hallelujah!
ONE: Let joy spread across your life,
and go with you into all the world.
ALL: We will go to live out our calling with peace and hope.
ONE: For Christ is risen!

ALL: Christis risen, indeed! Hallelujah!
From: Robin Wardlaw, Gathering, L/E 2026, page 47.

Choral Closing: MV #115 Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New

Postlude

Worship Schedule

Apr 12 Second Sunday of Easter - Leadership
Apr 19 Earth Care - Linda Stumpf
Apr 26 Fourth Sunday of Easter/
Camping Sunday - Ray Friesen
May 3 Fifth Sunday of Easter/
Mental Health Sunday - Pastor Patti Sherk

Prayer Cycles
Ministerial

Faith Evangelical Missionary Church
Living Skies Regional Council

Maidstone, Paynton (Maidstone)

Melfort-Ethelton (Melfort)

Melville: First

Moose Jaw: Minto




The Moderator's Easter Message: From Heartbreak to Hope

In a world filled with dashed expectations, war, and "fake news," the Easter story can feel more like an
idle tale than a reality. This year, Moderator Kimberly Heath tells the story of how the earliest followers
of Jesus navigated their own skepticism to find a hope that transforms the world.

"The Good News came because a small community encountered the risen Christ and believed that death
was defeated, that injustice was not the last word," she says.

Today, as followers of Jesus the risen Christ, we continue to be and share that Good News. Christ is
risen. He is risen indeed.
Watch the full Moderator's Easter message

Sharing Easter Hope through Mission and Service

[Image credit:iStock-182864627 B1]

This Easter week, as you gather in celebration, you have a meaningful opportunity to share the story of
Mission and Service in action and invite your community into it. On the Mission and Service in
Worship page, you’ll find an Easter prayer, video, and PowerPoint slides to support your service, along
with the Easter Impact Report to help bring your community’s impact to life. As you prepare, we
warmly encourage you to lift up this shared ministry and invite your community to take part through our
Easter donation link, supporting rural ministries across Canada and around the world.

Mission and Service in Worship

Make a Gift



https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=fa48b57b49&e=a1cb0910f3
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