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 FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, April 26, 2026 
  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Leading Worship: Ray Friesen  

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Pianist: Mary Anderson 

Reader: Donna Barber 

 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection 

 

Jesus: “There is no end of salespeople with their offers, 

their promises of life and excitement; 

snake oil salesmen offering patent medicine solutions 

to real life matters. 

What I offer is guaranteed to last— 

never out of date, never obsolete, rust-proof; 

my Story so grand it will fill your Imagination 

with Adventure and Awe and Wonder.” 
- (adapted from John 10:7-10)  

 

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Gathering Hymn:   MV #10 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom 

 (please remain seated)  

  

Call to Worship  

 ONE: Let all who are thirsty come. 

 ALL: Let them drink of the water that has no price. 

 ONE: Let all who are hungry come; 

 ALL: Let them eat of the bread that has no cost. 

 ONE: All without money, come, buy, and eat! 

 ALL: Drink what is good, and delight in the Lord! 
From: “Sing the Journey,” Faith & Life Resources. 

 

Opening Hymn:   MV #126   Are You a Shepherd? 

   (please stand as you are able)  

 

Opening Prayer 

 Source of all hope and holiness, 

  we gather this morning to be church. 

 Bless those who are absent,  

  but not from our hearts. 

 Bless those who are distant,  
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  but not from your love. 

 Bless each of us here that we may 

  choose justice by your Spirit, 

  draw kindness from the well of your mercy, 

  and walk humbly in your path, O God.  

Amen.  
From: “Sing the Journey,” Faith & Life Resources. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   VU #340   Jesus, Friend of Little Children (verses 1 & 2)  

 (please remain seated) 

 

Community Learning Time    - Melanie Davis 

 

Hymn:   VU #340   Jesus, Friend of Little Children (verse 3)  

 (please remain seated) 

 

Scripture Reading:   John 10:1-10 

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Sermon:   Jump into the Life-giving Story 
   

Choral Offering:   Jesus and Me 

- Renewal 1974 by Ira Stanphill. 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission: Room to Speak, Space to Listen 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Prayers of Dedication 

 Loving God, 

  You who have enlisted us into your service. 

 Receive these gifts as one aspect of our partnership with you. 

 Bless them and multiply them, 

 so that Good News will be proclaimed, 

 justice will be done, 

 and the poor will receive all they need to live and thrive.  

     Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 ONE: . . . and so we ask 

 ALL: Lord, here our prayer. 

 

Closing Hymn:   VU p. 747   The Lord’s My Shepherd (Psalm 23) 

    

Commissioning and Benediction 
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Choral Closing:    Celtic Blessing 
      – Traditional, transcribed by Pete Seeger, Choral Arrangement by James McLauchlan 

Postlude 

______________________________________________ 

 

Worship Schedule   

 

 May 3 Fifth Sunday of Easter   - Pastor Patti Sherk 

 

 May 10 Asian Heritage Month   - Jackie Orola-Ravino  

 

 May 24 Children’s Sunday /Camping Sunday - Sunday School 

   (at Kinsmen Park with potluck lunch) 

   

May 31 Trinity Sunday   - Rev. Kelly Osgood 

 

Prayer Cycles 

 Ministerial 

  Full Gospel Church 

 Living Skies Regional Council  

 Saskatchewan Camps 

 Saskatoon: Mayfair 

 North Battleford: Third Ave. 

 Oxbow, Glen Ewen (Oxbow) 
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Earth Week, April 19 – 26, Starts on Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Image credit: For the Love of Creation] 
  

Earth Week begins with Earth Sunday, April 19. Join friends in faith across the country in prayer, 

learning, and action for climate justice. Your participation matters! 

• Plan and Attend: Organize or join local events for climate action. 

• Share the Vision: Watch and share the Earth Week video. 

• Call for Climate Leadership: Print out letters for your community to personalize and deliver to 

your Member of Parliament (see downloads for letter and guide). Populate this padlet. 

• Worship Together: Draw on Earth Sunday worship resources. 

• Learn: Register for online events: Energy for Action hosted by GreenSpirit Chaplaincy and 

Environment pod of Grosvenor Park United Church (April 22 at 7:30 p.m. CST or 8:30 p.m. ET) 

and We are the Great Turning: Love, Courage and Connection in the Climate Crisis hosted by 

Green Faith Montreal (April 21 at 7:00 p.m. ET), and listen to recording of recent Succeed at 

Advocacy: Earth Week 

• Showcase Green Efforts: Host/join Faithful Footprints Retrofit Tours. 

• Every action you take nurtures hope and strengthens our community for bold daring justice. 

Follow along on social media using hashtags #EarthWeek, #EarthDay, and 

#FLCPrayLearnAct2026 
   

 

National Volunteer Week 2026: A Message from the 

Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 [Image credit: The United Church of Canada] 
  
Volunteering matters. The Moderator and The United Church of Canada say a big thank you to the 

hundreds of volunteers that guide the United Church nationally, and to the countless volunteers in 

communities across the country.  By sharing your time, skills, empathy, energy, and creativity you 

strengthen our communities and our United Church. 
     

During National Volunteer Week, April 19 to 25, 2026, we recognize every volunteer and celebrate their 

contribution to the United Church. Thank you for all that you do! Watch and share this video message 

from Moderator Kimberly Heath! 

Watch the Moderator's National Volunteer Week Message 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=716598378a&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=0f67f79453&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=9bcbaa33fa&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=71db0bac30&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=b060c7ab68&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=d459e12ffa&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=aa78dfcd8a&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=71feaa04cd&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=71feaa04cd&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=534bb8f5f5&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=2ffa84a226&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=f6c1e68e47&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=a93daaed1a&e=a1cb0910f3

