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 FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, April 19, 2026 
  

Earth Sunday 
 

Leading Worship: Earthcare Partners  

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Pianist: Mary Anderson 

Organist: Patti McCleary 

Reader: Angela LaFontaine 

 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection 

 

This we know 

The earth does not belong to us, 

We belong to the earth… 

 

Whatever befalls the earth, 

befalls the sons and daughters of the earth. 

We did not weave the web of life, 

We are merely a strand in it. 

Whatever we do to the web, 

We do to ourselves. 

- Chief Seattle 

  

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Gathering Hymn:   MV #87   Water Flowing from the Mountains 

 (please remain seated)  

  

Call to Worship  
 ONE: On this day of hope and new life, 

  we are reminded that God dwells with us  

   and within all creation. 

 ALL: We remember we are called  

  to be partners with God in creation. 

 ONE: Let us rejoice, giving thanks for the newness of life offered to us. 

 ALL: We are glad for warmth,  

  for soft breezes and the music of birds, 

  for melting snow nourishing the earth, 

  for all the sources of water that give us life. 

 ONE: Let us join in celebrating God’s gift of life. 
From: UCC Earth Sunday Prayer Service, https://united-church.ca/worship-special-days/earth-sunday. 

 

Opening Hymn:   MV #135   Called by Earth and Sky 

   (please stand as you are able)  
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A Call to Live with Respect: The New Creed VU p.918 

      (please remain standing)  

Opening Prayer 

 Our kin, the flora and fauna are calling, 

 The earth, the sea, and the sky join in, 

 Mother earth is hurting 

 they cry 

 We need you to act with us 

 they call 

 We need you to join us in the restoring Creation 

 So that our mother may flourish once more. 

 We need you, they plead. 

 Discerning God, 

 How do we faithfully respond to these calls? 

 (moment of silence) 

 What would you have us do? 

 How would you like us to act? 

 Guide us, we pray and lead us towards transformative actions. 

 Amen.  
From: Earth Sunday Prayer Service, https://united-church.ca/worship-special-days/earth-sunday. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   MV #37   Each Blade of Grass (verses 1 & 2)  

 (please remain seated) 

 

Community Learning Time    - Melanie Davis 

 

Hymn:   MV #37   Each Blade of Grass (verse 3)  

 (please remain seated) 

 

Scripture Reading:   The Story of Creation 

   Genesis 1 (Inclusive Bible - selected verses)  

   Skywoman Falling – Oral Tradition  

   Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Kimmerer     
 

ONE: We read these texts so that in them we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Hymn:   MV #144   Like a Healing Stream 

 

Reflection:   Where Water Flows Equality Grows 
  Source: The United Nations World Water Development Report 2026 

 

Water Blessing 

 

 

Choral Offering:   On This Good Earth 

- Words by Shirley Erena Murray, music by Darryl Dewalt. 
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RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission: Flowing Beyond the Banks 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Dedication:   VU #538   For the Gift of Creation 

   (please remain seated)  

 

 Prayers of the People for the Healing of the Earth 

  

Closing Hymn:   Where the Green will Rise Again (tune MV 79) 

- Words: Shirley Erena Murray 

    

Commissioning and Benediction 

 

Choral Closing:    Celtic Blessing 
      – Traditional, transcribed by Pete Seeger, Choral Arrangement by James McLauchlan 

 

 

Postlude 

______________________________________________ 

 

Worship Schedule   
 

 Apr 26 Fourth Sunday of Easter - Ray Friesen 

 

 May 3 Fifth Sunday of Easter - Pastor Patti Sherk 

 

 May 10 Asian Heritage Month - Jackie Orola-Ravino  

 

 May 24 Children’s Sunday /Camping Sunday - Sunday School 

   (at Kinsmen Park with potluck lunch) 

   

 

Prayer Cycles 

 Ministerial 

  First United Church 

 Living Skies Regional Council  

 Earth Sunday (Day - April 22)  

 GreenSpirit Chaplaincy 

 Meadow Lake 

 New Venture (Kincaid, Ponteix) 
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Earth Week, April 19 – 26, Starts on Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Image credit: For the Love of Creation] 
  

Earth Week begins with Earth Sunday, April 19. Join friends in faith across the country in prayer, 

learning, and action for climate justice. Your participation matters! 

 Plan and Attend: Organize or join local events for climate action. 

 Share the Vision: Watch and share the Earth Week video. 

 Call for Climate Leadership: Print out letters for your community to personalize and deliver to 

your Member of Parliament (see downloads for letter and guide). Populate this padlet. 

 Worship Together: Draw on Earth Sunday worship resources. 

 Learn: Register for online events: Energy for Action hosted by GreenSpirit Chaplaincy and 

Environment pod of Grosvenor Park United Church (April 22 at 7:30 p.m. CST or 8:30 p.m. ET) 

and We are the Great Turning: Love, Courage and Connection in the Climate Crisis hosted by 

Green Faith Montreal (April 21 at 7:00 p.m. ET), and listen to recording of recent Succeed at 

Advocacy: Earth Week 

 Showcase Green Efforts: Host/join Faithful Footprints Retrofit Tours. 

 Every action you take nurtures hope and strengthens our community for bold daring justice. 

Follow along on social media using hashtags #EarthWeek, #EarthDay, and 

#FLCPrayLearnAct2026 
   

 

National Volunteer Week 2026: A Message from the 

Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 [Image credit: The United Church of Canada] 
  
Volunteering matters. The Moderator and The United Church of Canada say a big thank you to the 

hundreds of volunteers that guide the United Church nationally, and to the countless volunteers in 

communities across the country.  By sharing your time, skills, empathy, energy, and creativity you 

strengthen our communities and our United Church. 
     

During National Volunteer Week, April 19 to 25, 2026, we recognize every volunteer and celebrate their 

contribution to the United Church. Thank you for all that you do! Watch and share this video message 

from Moderator Kimberly Heath! 

Watch the Moderator's National Volunteer Week Message 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=716598378a&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=0f67f79453&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=9bcbaa33fa&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=71db0bac30&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=b060c7ab68&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=d459e12ffa&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=aa78dfcd8a&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=71feaa04cd&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=71feaa04cd&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=534bb8f5f5&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=2ffa84a226&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=f6c1e68e47&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=a93daaed1a&e=a1cb0910f3

