FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Swift Current, SK
Sunday, April 12, 2026

Second Sunday of Easter

Leading Worship: Leadership Team
Music Director: James McLauchlan
Pianist: Mary Anderson
Organist: Patti McCleary
Reader: Donna Barber

GATHERING

Moment for Reflection

“The ‘Three Stranded Cord’: The union of three congregations embodies the principle that a cord of
three strands is not easily broken.”

(Ecclesiastes 4:12) By yourself you are unprotected. With a friend you can face the worst. Can you
round up a third? A three stranded rope isn’t easily snapped.

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements
Lighting the Christ Candle

Gathering Hymn: MV #30 It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker
(please remain seated)

Call to Worship
ONE: May the Love of God be with you all
ALL: And also with you
ONE: Come all you people of God
ALL: Come and worship the God of all creation
ONE: Young and old and every age in between
ALL: We are all children of God
ONE: We are all called to fulfill God’s dream of one world bathed in love.

ALL: Letus celebrate all that God is doing within and among us.
Adapted from: Jim Tenford, Gathering A/C/E 2021-2022, page 84.

Opening Hymn: MV #1 Let Us Build a House
(please stand as you are able)

Opening Prayer
Loving God,
As we gather together today, we ask you to guide our thoughts and our words.
Help us to listen for your still, small voice.
We are grateful for your faithful presence in our worship service this morning.

The Lord’s Prayer



WORD

Hymn: VU #87 | Am the Light of the World (verses 1 & 2)
(please remain seated)

Community Learning Time - Melanie Davis

Hymn: VU #87 | Am the Light of the World (verses 3 & 4)
(please remain seated)

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:14, 22-28
John 20:19-31
(The Message Bible)

ONE: We read these texts so that in them we may find wisdom for life.
ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear.

Moderator Kimberley Heath’s Easter Message - Video
Reflection: Our United Church Crest

Choral Offering: The Whole People of God
- words and music by Jim Strathdee

RESPONSE
Minute for Mission: Anchored in Every Season
Offering Invitation

Prayer of Dedication
For our many blessings, we thank you, gracious God.
Accept, we pray, not just this money, but also our lives freely offered in gratitude.

Hymn: VU #537 Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands
(please stand as you are able)

Prayers of the People
God of gold, we seek your glory:
and richness that transforms drabness into colour
and brightens our dullness with vibrant light
your wonder and joy at the heart of all life.
God of incense, we offer you our prayer:
our spoken and unspeakable longings,
our questioning of the truth,
our searching for your mystery deep within
Silence
God of myrrh, we cry out to you in our suffering:
the pain of all our rejections and bereavements,
our baffled despair at undeserved suffering,



our rage at continuing injustice.
In our wealth, in our yearning, in our anger and loss,
we embrace you, God-with-us. Amen

Psalm 16 Protect Me God, VU pg. 737

Closing Hymn: MV #214 May God’s Sheltering Wings
(please stand as you are able)

Closing Blessing
God be with you till we meet again.

Choral Closing: Celtic Blessing
— Traditional, transcribed by Pete Seeger, Choral Arrangement by James McLauchlan

Postlude

Worship Schedule

Apr 19 Earthcare Partners - Linda Stumpf

Apr 26 Fourth Sunday of Easter - Ray Friesen

May 3 Fifth Sunday of Easter - Pastor Patti Sherk
May 10 Asian Heritage Month - Jackie Orola-Ravino

Prayer Cycles
Ministerial

Family Community Church
Living Skies Regional Council
Saskatoon Community Advocacy and Support
Inc. (formerly Integrated Community Ministries)
Marsden, Neilburg (Neilburg)
Moosomin: Bethel
Norquay




Moose Hide Campaign Day Is May 14, 2026

[Image credit: Moose Hide Campaign]

"May this moose hide remind me of my commitment..."

As we enter April, The United Church of Canada calls on members, friends, and communities of faith to
take a stance against racism and for justice. The Moose Hide Campaign is more than a day; it is a
mobilization against the national crisis of racist violence facing Indigenous women, girls, and 2S and
LGBTQIA+ people.

Indigenous women, who make up just 5 percent of the female population, are disproportionately
affected by gender-based violence in Canada. These are not just statistics; this is a reality we cannot
ignore. Join us on May 14 as we mobilize to end racism and violence and to uphold human dignity.

How can you participate?

e Wear and share a Moose hide pin.

« Sign up for a series of virtual workshops and educational events.

o Fast for the day, if you are able.

« Join in the many local marches taking place across the land.
Join us in person for the national rally at Queen’s Park in Toronto at noon. Learn More at
MooseHideCampaign.ca. Learn more about the Moose Hide Campaign

There Is Still Time to Make Difference
Through Mission and Service

[Image credit: AdobeStock_360066440]

Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Resurrection inspires a spirit of gratitude and generosity that we can carry
throughout the year. Thank you for sharing the story of Mission and Service in your community. You
can keep that momentum going by continuing to use the resources on the Mission and Service in
Worship page and sharing the Easter Impact Report to highlight your community’s impact. There is still
time to invite participation through our donation link, supporting rural ministries in Canada and
globally. Make a Gift
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