FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Swift Current, SK
Sunday, March 29, 2026

Palm Sunday

Leading Worship: Members of the Congregation
Music Director: James McLauchlan
Pianist: Mary Anderson
Organist: Patti McCleary
Readers: Dan Olmsted

GATHERING

Moment for Reflection

A Prayer for the Future from Mission and Service:
God of renewal and new life, like the first snowdrops of spring, help us to be harbingers of a new
beginning filled with light, warmth, and love. Like the yellow daffodils, help us bring joy to all
as we do your work in the world. Like the many-coloured tulips, help us meet different needs for
different people, doing what we can to bring hope and peace. Amen.

Preparing for the Parade:

ONE: Behold, Jesus comes in the name of God!

ALL: Hosanna! We come to the great parade, reaching out for salvation,
stretching out for new words to enliven us, jumping up to celebrate in joy.

ONE: Behold, Jesus comes as a humble servant.

ALL: Hosanna! We come to the great table,
reaching out to be fed, stretching out for God’s embrace,

ONE: Behold, Jesus comes to turn the world upside down.

ALL: Hosanna! We come reaching out to support one another.

Parade:
Choir and Sunday School will parade in waving palm branches
(congregation please remain seated)
Hymn: He’ll Be Riding on a Donkey When He Comes
(tune: She’ll be Coming Round the Mountain when She Comes)

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Lenten Tenebrae -
Palm Sunday: Extravagance
ONE: Lent is the time when we journey to those shadowed places within us. We strive to grow

through this time, to grow in our faith and understanding of who we are and who God is
calling us to be. But growth can be painful, especially when we are asked to do things we’d
rather not do. The candle we extinguish today speaks to extravagance: a thing many people in
the world know nothing about. But for most of us, it is an everyday experience. Extravagance
warps our world view, makes us feel we deserve more than we need, and feeds our paranoia
that our things need protecting. This morning, let us take a moment to offer our prayers of



confession to God, asking that our longing for extravagance be shifted.
(silence as sixth candle is extinguished and we offer our prayers to God)
... Letus pray

ALL: God of the Lenten journey, as the smoke from this candle rises to greet you, may it take
with it our warped sense of extravagance. Instead of being amazed by wealth and power,
help us to see the power your love offers the world. May your extravagant gift of life and
mercy empower us to challenge ourselves to live more faithfully and walk more gently in

the world. Amen
From: Lenten Tenebrae and Confession, L/E 2014 (Year A) Seasonal Ideas and Resources.

Choral Response: VU #122 All Glory, Laud and Honour
(please remain seated)

Opening Prayer
Celebration and joy, O God,
are all we want, yet the shadow of the cross falls across our path.
Sustain us as the contrasts of light and darkness inform our worship.
Guide us to find new realities in your story.
Open us to the life you offer from palm to cross. Amen.

WORD

Scripture Reading: Luke 19: 29-40
(The Inclusive Bible)

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life.
ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear.

Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday:
ONE: Here he comes!
ALL: Who?
ONE: The Messiah! The Christ! God’s chosen One! Hosanna!
ALL: Hosanna! Hallelujah!
ONE: That’s right! Here comes our king! Hey, Ho, away we go, riding on a donkey....
ALL: Wait! Why is a king riding on a donkey? Why does he look so quiet in the middle of our
parade? Where is his army? Has he come to save the people?
ONE: Riding on a donkey. No shouts of rebellion. No army. Just a message.
ALL: “God’s kingdom is coming and God’s kingdom is here.”
ONE: Just a message.

ALL: “Love one another as I have loved you.”
Richard Bott, Vancouver, B.C. p.37 Gathering Lent Easter 2022

READERS THEATRE
1. Jesus Goes to Jerusalem (two voices)
(congregation response)
ALL: Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
(repeat 3 times)

2. The Money Changers (two voices)
(congregation response)
ALL: Come to my table. I’ll give you the best deal. Buy from me. Hurry now!
(repeat 3 times)



Hymn: VU # 457 As We Gather at Your Table
3. The Last Supper (five voices)

The Lord’s Prayer

Sharing of the Bread and Juice

Prayer after Sharing Bread and Juice
Life-giving God,
we give thanks that bread broken brings wholeness,
that wine poured out replenishes.
Unite us with all who are fed by the life of Christ
that we may faithfully proclaim the Good News of your love
and that your church may be a rainbow of hope in an uncertain world.

Amen.
Adapted From: Celebrate God’s Presence, pages 202 and 204.

4. Prayer in the Garden (two voices)
(congregation response)
ALL: God, Father, Abba, take this cup of poison from me. Does this have to happen?
(repeat 3 times)

Choral Offering: Jesus I’ll Stay Awake
- words and music by Linnea Good

5. Jesus Last Day (4 voices)
(congregation response)
ALL: I don’t know him. I’m not his friend. I have no business with him.
(repeat 3 times)

(congregation response)
ALL: Crucify him!
(repeat 2 times)

(congregation response)
ALL: Hey Messiah. Save yourself. You can do it. Get down off that cross.
(repeat 3 times)

RESPONSE
Minute for Mission: Steady Presence on the Northern Landscape
Offering Invitation

Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God, we have offered these gifts in faith so they will be a witness to the world,
a witness to your love that is revealed through your son and in your creation.
May these gifts serve all who are in need.
And may they prepare the way to fulfill your vision of how this world will be,
a world where no one will be in need,



a world where all of your people will share in the joys of the gifts of creation.
Amen.

Prayers of the People

Closing Hymn: VU #149 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
(please stand as you are able)

Commissioning and Benediction
May the blessing of God give us strength for the journey;
May the Spirit of wisdom give us vision for the road;
May the love of Christ make us caring companions;
As together we go forth into Holy Week.

Choral Closing: VU #971 Amens

Postlude

Worship Schedule

Apr 3 Good Friday — No service at First United
— we are welcome at St. Olaf’s service at 10:30 a.m.
Apr5 Easter Sunday - Linda Stumpf
Apr 12 Second Sunday of Easter - Leadership
Apr 19 Earth Care - Linda Stumpf

Prayer Cycles
Ministerial

Community Baptist Church
Living Skies Regional Council
Little Cutarm (Atwater)
Lumsden: St. Andrew’s

Luseland
Maple Creek




Now Playing—Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator
Episode Six: Bulla with Alydia

[Video image still: The United Church of Canada]

This Lent, we’ve welcomed you to the table for Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator, a series
exploring faith, food, and the power of invitation, hosted by United Church of Canada Moderator
Kimberly Heath.

For the series’ final episode, Rev. Dr. Alydia Smith, editor of and contributor to Bless Break Share,
joins us to bake her grandmother’s recipe for bulla, a Jamaican cookie. From the kitchen of Toronto’s
Beach United Church, the conversation explores the true meaning of food justice, and how to welcome
those of all different cultures to the tables of our communities.

Catch up on the full series on our YouTube channel, and subscribe today to see the Moderator’s Easter
address coming next week, as well as more great videos. Bless Break Share and the mugs and aprons
seen in Kitchen Conversations are also available for order today.

Watch it Now on YouTube

Mission and Service Easter Resources for Your Worship

[Image credit: AdobeStock 195068484 posted by Michelle H]

If you’re getting ready to plan your Easter service, we have some Mission and Service resources for
you! On the Mission and Service in Worship page, you’ll find an Easter prayer, a video, and PowerPoint
slides that you can use to highlight the work of Mission and Service. Our Easter Impact Report is also
available online, which will help you to share the good work being supported by your community of
faith. And of course, our Mission and Service Easter donation link is live—supporting Mission and
Service work of rural ministries in Canada and globally.

Mission and Service in Worship

Make a Gift



https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=74e678eb7b&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=8f93b412a0&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=662f9f534a&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=3c3749dfd4&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=2c304d9e6f&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=9091bb5ac7&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=718cca97b3&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=9c8f86c293&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=eb85cc860f&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=6877773971&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=7de11bf5af&e=a1cb0910f3

