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 FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, March 1, 2026 
  

Lent Two 
 

Leading Worship: Ray Friesen  

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Pianist: Mary Anderson 

Organist: Patti McCleary 

Reader: Lynn Anderson 

 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection 

 

“We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. 

God is love, and all who live in love, live in God, and God lives in them.” 

  -  1 John 4:16, NLT 

  

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

 

Lenten Tenebrae – Sorrow  

 ONE: Lent is the time when… 

  (silence as second candle is extinguished and we offer our prayers to God) 

  … Let us pray 

 ALL: God of the Lenten journey,  

  as the smoke from this candle rises to greet you,  

  may it take with it all our sorrows. 

  Offer us this day a joy that moves beyond our doubt and within our grief. 

  Remind us to rejoice in your love and mercy that your peace may guard our hearts and 

minds in this desert time. Amen. 
From: Lenten Tenebrae and Confession, L/E 2014 (Year A) Seasonal Ideas and Resources.  
 

Choral Response: MV #96   And When You Call for Me (sung twice) 

  (please remain seated)  

  

Call to Worship  
 ONE: I look to the mountains, the forests, and plains and ask from where does our help come? 

 ALL: Our help comes from the Lord  

  Creator of heaven and earth  

  And so we will  

    Worship God with our singing,  

    Lift our prayers to the All Mighty with bold confidence or pleading uncertainty, 

  Hear in Scripture and sermon, God speaking to us. 

 ONE: And then, as we leave this place of worship, 

 ALL: we will do so with renewed conviction that  

  Yahweh God keeps watch over us as we come and go,  

    Both now and always,  

    God-present, Loving, Caring and Forgiving. 
Adapted from:  Psalm 121 
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Opening Hymn:   VU #395 Come In, Come In and Sit Down 

   (please stand as you are able)  

 

 

Opening Prayer 

 Creator God, 

  Shepherd of our souls, 

  Source of all Love, 

  we have gathered this morning to bask in that love, 

  to have our hearts glow ever more warm with love, 

 so that we may encircle others, any and all others with that love. 

 May you give inspiration to our singing, 

  may we be convinced you hear our prayers, 

  may we hear you speak in Words read and spoken. 

 And may we become a renewed people, 

  with renewed hope and confidence,  

  with a renewed sense of your presence in both our joys and sorrows, 

  with a renewed trust in you. 

  Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   VU #365   Jesus Loves Me (verses 1 & 2)  

 (please remain seated) 

 

Community Learning Time    - Melanie Davis 

 

Hymn:   VU #365   Jesus Loves Me (verse 3)  

 (please remain seated) 

 

Scripture Reading:   John 3:1-17 
(The Inclusive Bible)  
 

ONE:  We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life. 

 ALL:  May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Reflection:   The Gospel in a Magician’s Hat 

 

Choral Offering:   Rain Down 
   - words and music by Jaime Cortez. Choral Setting by: John Carter 

   (please stand as you are able) 
 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission: Grandmothers Leading with Love 

 

Offering Invitation 
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Prayer of Dedication 

 Loving God, 

  You who have enlisted us into your service,  

  receive these gifts as one aspect of our partnership with you.  

 Bless them and multiply them, 

  so that Good News will be proclaimed, 

  justice will be done, 

  and the poor will receive all they need to live and thrive. 

 Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People: 

ONE:  . . . Lord, in your mercy 

ALL:  Hear our prayer and engage in our world. 

 

Closing Hymn:   VU #333   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

           (please stand as you are able) 

    

Commissioning and Benediction 

 

Choral Closing:  Go In Love  

 

Postlude 

______________________________________________ 

 

Worship Schedule   
 

 Mar 8 Lent Three - Ray Friesen 

 

 Mar 15 Lent Four - Norma Hain 

 

 Mar 22 Lent Five - Jackie Orola Ravino 

 

 Mar 29  Palm Sunday - Sunday School 

  

Prayer Cycles 

 Ministerial 

  Christ the Redeemer Parish 

 Living Skies Regional Council  

  World Day of Prayer (March 6) 

  Saskatoon: Knox 

  Regina: Knox Metropolitan 

  Lafleche-Limerick 
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Coming this Lent: Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Video still credit: The United Church of Canada] 
  

We are so excited to announce Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator, a new six-part video series 

coming this Lent exploring food, faith, and the power of invitation, hosted by the Right Rev. Dr. 

Kimberly Heath. 
 

Drawing inspiration and recipes from the United Church’s Lenten devotional, Bless Break Share: 

Recipes for Faithful Living, we’re getting in the kitchen with guests from across the church, including 

book contributors, United Church youth, and the Moderator’s own family. 
 

The series debuts with a Shrove Tuesday pancake feast in the Moderator’s home kitchen on February 

17, with new episodes following each Sunday throughout Lent, and concludes with a special Easter 

message from the Moderator. Stay tuned for episodes on the Kitchen Conversations webpage and The 

United Church of Canada YouTube channel. 
  

Bless Break Share, featuring inspiring devotions and prayers for each day of Lent, along with recipes 

from throughout the United Church, is available online today, along with the matching mug and apron 

you’ll see featured in Kitchen Conversations. 
 

These Kitchen Conversations videos are separate from the online Lenten study led by Rev. Dr. Christine 

Jerrett, which you can join on CHURCHx beginning February 24. Signing up gets you a discount code 

for 15% off your purchase of Bless Break Share. This structured learning experience invites 

participants to use Bless, Break, Share as a framework for conversation and reflection on food and 

hunger throughout the season of Lent. 

Read the full news story 

Order Bless, Break, Share! 
 

The Moderator Offers Solace in the Wake of the Tragedy in 

Tumbler Ridge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Image credit: Credit: Unsplash / Carly Hendrickson] 
  

In a message shared yesterday on Family Day (observed in some provinces across Canada), the 

Moderator acknowledged the heartbreaking truth that grief does not end when the headlines begin to 

fade. Trauma does not resolve in days or even weeks. The families and residents of Tumbler Ridge, and 

all who feel the weight of this violence across the country, will need extended care, accompaniment, 

mental health support, and a compassionate national response. 

Read the full news story and prayer

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=f26b10eeec&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=70c0c70cde&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=70c0c70cde&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=b4e64609f7&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=83d8194ae0&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=4d824fd8ea&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=539e72480b&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=3d43c90808&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=c27ede55e3&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=803fa24547&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=7290fbb05e&e=a1cb0910f3

