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 FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, February 15, 2026 
  

Transfiguration Sunday 
 

Leading Worship: Ray Friesen  

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Pianist: Mary Anderson 

Organist: Patti McCleary 

Reader: Harold Lapuz 

 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection 

 

“The devout Christian of the future will either be a “mystic,”  

 one who has “experienced” something, or he will cease to be anything at all.” 

  - Fr. Karl Rahner, 1971 

  

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Gathering Hymn:   MV #7   Gather Us In (sung twice) 

 (please remain seated)  

  

Call to Worship  
 ONE: Yahweh, our God is king; don’t take that lightly.  

  God rules from God’s throne among the angels.  

  It’s enough to make the mountains quake! 

 ALL: Let us praise God’s great and awesome name!  

  The Almighty One, lover of justice.  

  The One who has established equity, 

  made things fair and square.  

  God has created the foundations of  

  Justice and righteousness.  

  Holy is our God. 

 ONE: Let us exult the Lord and sing God’s praises.  

  Let us kneel before the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

  Holy is our God. 
Adapted from: Psalm 99 

 

Opening Hymn:   VU #238   O Lord My God (How Great Thou Art) 

   (please stand as you are able)  

 

Opening Prayer 

 From a week of bad news and good times with family and friends, 

 From a week of despair of war, political nastiness, fraught economics,  

  and the excitement of the Olympics, 

 We gather, O God, to seek your face. 
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 To renew our sense of your presence, 

 To gain hope and courage for the week ahead. 

 May our hearts be sensitive to your encouragement, 

 our minds attuned to your Word, our spirits open to your inspiration. 

 May the reciprocity of your presence and our singing your word and our prayers 

  work miracles of new understanding, new eyesight and new enthusiasm for life in your 

  world. 

 Give us sign posts that mark the way ahead,  

  clues as to your path that we mean to take, 

  and the confidence of your help for the journey that awaits us. 

 Amen. 
Adapted from Psalm 27 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   VU #357   Tell Me the Stories of Jesus (verses 1 & 2)  

 (please remain seated) 

 

Community Learning Time    - Melanie Davis 

 

Hymn:   VU #357   Tell Me the Stories of Jesus (verse 3) 

 (please remain seated) 

 

Scripture Reading:   Matthew 1:1–9, 14–21 
(The Inclusive Bible)  
 

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Sermon:   Invading the Devil’s Acre from Mt. Tabor 

 

Choral Offering:   VU #686   God of Grace and God of Glory 
    (please stand as you are able) 

 
 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission: Support That Grows with Families 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 Loving God, 

 You who have enlisted us into your service. 

 Receive these gifts as one aspect of our partnership with you.  

 Bless them and multiply them so that Good News will be proclaimed, 

 Justice will be done and the poor will receive all they need to live and thrive. 

 Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

 ONE: … and so we ask, 

 ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Closing Hymn:   VU #651   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

           (please stand as you are able) 

    

Commissioning and Benediction 
 

Choral Closing:  VU #964 Go Now in Peace (sung twice) 

 

Postlude 

______________________________________________ 

 

Worship Schedule   
 

 Feb 22 Lent One - Linda Stumpf 

     (with communion) 

 

 Mar 1 Lent Two - Ray Friesen 

 

 Mar 8 Lent Three - Ray Friesen 

 

 Mar 15 Lent Four - Norma Hain 

  

Prayer Cycles 

 Ministerial 

  Alpine Church of God 

 Living Skies Regional Council  

  The University of Saskatchewan Ecumenical Chaplaincy 

  Kelliher 

  Kennedy (Kennedy, Langbank) 

  Kinistino 
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Coming this Lent: Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Video still credit: The United Church of Canada] 
  

We are so excited to announce Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator, a new six-part video series 

coming this Lent exploring food, faith, and the power of invitation, hosted by the Right Rev. Dr. 

Kimberly Heath. 
 

Drawing inspiration and recipes from the United Church’s Lenten devotional, Bless Break Share: 

Recipes for Faithful Living, we’re getting in the kitchen with guests from across the church, including 

book contributors, United Church youth, and the Moderator’s own family. 
 

The series debuts with a Shrove Tuesday pancake feast in the Moderator’s home kitchen on February 

17, with new episodes following each Sunday throughout Lent, and concludes with a special Easter 

message from the Moderator. Stay tuned for episodes on the Kitchen Conversations webpage and The 

United Church of Canada YouTube channel. 
  

Bless Break Share, featuring inspiring devotions and prayers for each day of Lent, along with recipes 

from throughout the United Church, is available online today, along with the matching mug and apron 

you’ll see featured in Kitchen Conversations. 
 

These Kitchen Conversations videos are separate from the online Lenten study led by Rev. Dr. Christine 

Jerrett, which you can join on CHURCHx beginning February 24. Signing up gets you a discount code 

for 15% off your purchase of Bless Break Share. This structured learning experience invites 

participants to use Bless, Break, Share as a framework for conversation and reflection on food and 

hunger throughout the season of Lent. 

Read the full news story 

Order Bless, Break, Share! 
 

Black History Month: Here From the Beginning 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Video still credit: The United Church of Canada] 
 

Unveiled last year as a Centennial project, Here from the Beginning is an in-person and virtual 

exhibition that showcases the contributions and experiences of Black people within the United Church, 

amplifying voices that have long been overshadowed. It is a celebration of faith, history, and 

community. 
 

Learn more about Here from the Beginning 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=f26b10eeec&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=70c0c70cde&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=70c0c70cde&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=b4e64609f7&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=83d8194ae0&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=4d824fd8ea&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=539e72480b&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=3d43c90808&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=c27ede55e3&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=5be9b6e656&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=788c31c82b&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=788c31c82b&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=27e97d2cb6&e=a1cb0910f3

