FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Swift Current, SK
Sunday, January 25, 2026

Third After Epiphany

Leading Worship: Jacqueline Orola Ravino
Music Director: James McLauchlan
Pianist: Mary Anderson
Reader: Judy Killaby

GATHERING

Moment for Reflection

1

“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
- Matthew 25:40

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements
Lighting the Christ Candle

Gathering Hymn: MV #7 Gather Us In
(please remain seated)

Call to Worship
ONE: Asa community of faith,
we gather to worship.
We come with our differences,
but with Christ as our common ground.
ALL: We gather to worship and be reminded of our connection to each other.
ONE: Come let us invest ourselves in this time of worship.
ALL: Amen.

Opening Hymn: VU #606 In Christ There Is No East or West
(please stand as you are able)

Opening Prayer

ONE: We thank you for the many colours, cultures, and customs
that we share in this world.

ALL: In our differences, unite us by your love.

ONE: Enable us to act together to uphold life
and to make this world a just and peaceful household
for all humanity.
Today we ask you:

ALL: O God, hear our prayer and grant us your peace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

WORD



Hymn: MYV #145 Draw the Circle Wide (verses 1 & 2)
(please remain seated)

Community Learning Time - Melanie Davis

Hymn: MYV #145 Draw the Circle Wide (verse 3)
(please remain seated)

Scripture Readings: Deuteronomy 10:18-19
Matthew 25:35-40
(The Inclusive Bible)

ONE: We read these texts so that in them we may find wisdom for life.
ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear.

Sermon: Journey to a New Land

Choral Offering: Belonging
— words & music by Christopher New

RESPONSE
Minute for Mission: Where Neighbours Meet
Offering Invitation
Prayer of Dedication

Giver of good gifts, we praise you for all that we have,
knowing that everything we have comes from you.

Use this offering, which we give back to you now, for the good of your people everywhere,

and especially those seeking refuge in foreign lands.

May these resources give drink to the thirsty, food to the hungry, clothing to the naked,

freedom to the imprisoned, and healing for the sick.
And may we, on that last day, be counted among your sheep.
We humbly ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Adapted from the Migration Sunday Liturgy by the Baltimore-Washington Conference UMC

Prayers of the People

Closing Hymn: VU #678 For the Healing of the Nations
(please stand as you are able)

Commissioning and Benediction
Choral Closing: VU #971 Amen

Postlude




Worship Schedule

Feb 1 Fourth after Epiphany - Norma Hain
(congregational meeting following service re: Vote for Minister Candidate)

Feb 8 Children’s Sunday - The Sunday School
(with potluck lunch)

Feb 15 Transfiguration Sunday - Ray Friesen

Feb 22 Lent 1 - Linda Stumpf

Prayer Cycles

Ministerial
Victory Family Church
Living Skies Regional Council
Saskatoon: Grosvenor Park
Gull Lake: Knox
Regina: Harmony
Indian Head: St. Andrew’s




Words of Hope, In the Face of Fear

[Image credit: © Steve Allen | Dreamstime.com]

I am alarmed by the escalation of the ICE raids and violence in the US, and the killing of Renee Good.
The president of the United States is intensifying his fight against his enemies: Democrats and anyone
else who opposes him, even people in his own party who try to limit his power. Our temptation is to
retreat to fear, to hide, or to become what he wants us to be—his adversary—and to fight. Fight, flight,
freeze, or fawn.

The Christian response is to love. Read 1 Corinthians 13 and you will be reminded that love is not weak
(it endures all things) and neither is it arrogant or resentful. Love stands in the place of hatred and is not
moved. Love defends those suffering and welcomes them in.

As Christians, our call is to a path of peace.

We need to deepen our faith to meet the needs of this day—to learn spiritual practices,

and the tools of peaceful resistance, and be ready to use them. We need to fill ourselves not with hate or
fear, but with the love of Jesus, because this is the path of peace and healing to share with a divided

world.

In this Epiphany season, we celebrate the coming of God’s light in Jesus: “the sunrise shall visit us from
on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and, in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
way of peace.”

Guide our feet, Lord, we pray.

—The Right Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath is Moderator of The United Church of Canada

For this blog and more visit Round the Table.



https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=30cbe91246&e=a1cb0910f3

