
  1 
 

  

 FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 
  

Second After Epiphany 
 

Leading Worship: Ray Friesen 

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Pianist: Mary Anderson 

Organist: Patti McCleary 

Reader: Melanie Davis 

 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection 
 

 “God forgives us anything and everything because of grace, grace that He lavished on us, 

  like pouring it on so that a bunch is wasted, grace pouring down on us like wine from a 

  spigot that cannot be turned off, running all over everything, giving us as much as we 

  need and can handle and want, and then wasting more of it than God and we can use 

  because God wants to make sure we’ll get enough.” 

 - Wandering the Wilderness: A Guide for Weary Wanderers and Searching Skeptics 

 

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Gathering Hymn:   MV #7   Gather Us In  
(please remain seated)  

    

Call to Worship  

 ALL: We waited patiently for the Lord;  

  and the Lord bent the divine ear down to us and heard our cry. 

  God drew us up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set our feet upon a rock, 

    making our steps secure. 

 ONE: The Almighty put a new song in our mouths, a song of praise to our God.  

 ALL: So, we gather to proclaim our joy and our thanksgiving, for what God has done for us. 

  We will not hold back; we will sing with full volume. 

  We will let all within earshot hear our joy and our praise, for what God has done. 
Adapted from: Psalm 40:1-11 

 

Opening Hymn:   VU #215   Hope of the World 
 (please stand as you are able) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 God of Love, 

 Source of Life and Healing, 

 the Reason why we have hope for our world,  

 Creator and Keeper of All that Is. 

 We gather this morning,  

 for another time of worship, 
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 some because we seek comfort,  

 some because we love praise,  

 and some, well, just because. 

 Whatever our sense of expectation,  

  may we hear you speak to us, 

 may our experience of love grow strong as we recognize you in each other. 

 May our worship nurture our faith,  

 our courage, 

 our trust and confidence in you, and 

 our hope for our world because of You.  

 Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   VU #87   I Am the Light of the World (verses 1 & 2) 

 (please remain seated) 

                      

Community Learning Time    - Melanie Davis     

 

Hymn:   VU #87   I Am the Light of the World (verses 3 & 4) 

 (please remain seated)              

 

Scripture Readings:  John 1:29–42 
(The Inclusive Bible)  
 

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Sermon:    Playing the Numbers: When a Number is More Than a Number 

 

Choral Offering:   VU #59   Joy to the World 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:   Mountains of Service  

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 Loving God, you who have enlisted us into your service. 

 Receive these gifts as one aspect of our partnership with you. 

 Bless them and multiply them,  

  so that Good News will be proclaimed, 

  justice will be done, 

  and the poor will receive all they need to live and thrive.  

 Amen. 
   

Prayers of the People 
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Closing Hymn:   VU #509   Here I Am, Lord 

   (please stand as you are able) 
    

Commissioning and Benediction 

 

Choral Closing:  VU # 971  Amen 

          

Postlude 

______________________________________________ 

 

Worship Schedule   
 

 Jan 25 Third after Epiphany - Jackie Orola Ravino 

 

 Feb 1 Fourth after Epiphany - Norma Hain 

 

 Feb 8 Children’s Sunday - The Sunday School 

         (with potluck lunch) 

 

 Feb 15 Transfiguration Sunday - TBD 

  

 

Prayer Cycles 

 Ministerial 

  Trailview Alliance Church 

 Living Skies Regional Council  

  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (Jan 18-25)  

  Grasslands (Glentworth, Mankota, McCord) 

  Grenfell 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2026  
 Free resources available now    

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling” 

(Eph 4:4)   Download the entire kit, including the International theme materials, and special resources 

developed for Canada found here.   The WPCU is traditionally observed from January 18 to 

25.  Weekofprayer.ca is a project of the Canadian Council of Churches, the Prairie Centre for 

Ecumenism, and the Centre canadien d'oecuménisme.   

 
 

 
Mission and Service Stories: Mountains of Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Image credit: Asian Rural Institute] 

 

If you ever travel to the northern mountains of India and meet a man named Surrender Singh, the first 

thing he’ll do is invite you on a walk.  And as you walk with him, you are walking through the story of a 

life spent in gratitude and service to others.  

 

Mission and Service partners like the Asian Rural Institute are where leaders like Surrender Singh gain 

the skills and confidence to transform their communities. When you support Mission and Service, you 

help grow this kind of leadership and community—the kind that takes root, spreads, and changes lives, 

one mountain path at a time. 

Read the Mission and Service Story 

https://eepurl.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd49c778e05ec1f0bf7a04f14&id=5efd293abe&e=4cf5736627
https://eepurl.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd49c778e05ec1f0bf7a04f14&id=f334edd543&e=4cf5736627
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=a46a81eee0&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=b0eea68e62&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=e60d8bfec8&e=a1cb0910f3

