FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Swift Current, SK
Sunday, January 11, 2026

Jesus’ Baptism

Leading Worship: Elaine Little
Music Director: James McLauchlan
Pianist: Mary Anderson
Organist: Patti McCleary
Reader: Charles Lotochinski

GATHERING

Moment for Reflection

“A new year is not just a date on the calendar — it ’s a blank chapter,
waiting for you to write the story you’ve always dreamed of living.”

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements
Lighting the Christ Candle

Gathering Hymn: MV #163 River Running in You and Me (verses 1, 2 & 3)
(please remain seated)

Call to Worship
ONE: When the ways of the world wear us down with constant demands
or unrealistic expectations,
we are invited to find refuge in God’s grace.
ALL: Together, in worship, this is where we find our home.
ONE: When the morning sun is reflected off the snow
and the skies open like a blue gift of joy,
we are invited to notice God’s creating presence.
ALL: Together, in worship, we are being made new.
ONE: Come, find refuge, find hope.
Pay attention!
The Spirit calls you beloved.

ALL: Together, in worship, let our souls sing praise.
Adapted from: Wendy MacLean, Gathering 2025/26.

Opening Hymn: VU #644 | Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
(please stand as you are able)

Opening Prayer
ONE: Come to the edge of the sea,
the barrier between you and new life,
and pray for a path to freedom.
ALL: Turn barriers into highways, Holy One!
ONE: Come to the edge of the river,
the obstacle between you and security in a new way of living.



ALL: Turn obstacles into footpaths, Rock of Ages!
ONE: Come to this time of worship and its challenge of meaning and belonging.
ALL: Turn us into a people of the journey,

taking the path,

the highway to daring love.
From: Robin Wardlaw, Gathering 2025/26.

The Lord’s Prayer
WORD

Hymn: MV #157 | Am a Child of God (verses 1-3)
(please remain seated)

Community Learning Time - Melanie Davis

Hymn: MV #157 | Am a Child of God (verses 4 & 5)
(please remain seated)

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17
(The Inclusive Bible)

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life.
ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear.

Reflection:  Water

Choral Offering: MV #87 Water Flowing from the Mountains
RESPONSE

Minute for Mission:  Good Food, Good Futures

Offering Invitation

Prayer of Dedication
Mysterious, Calling God, you reach out to us and
call us to use the gifts we have been given,
as your beloved children, for the good of others
and as blessings in this world.
We are called to love others:
with acts of kindness,
with time spent together,
with acts of generosity,
with listening and welcoming spirits.
We are called to love others,
not considering whether we like them or not.
We are called to do this because you are love, O God.
Help us to be one of your expressions of love in the world. Amen.



From: Beth Johnston, Gathering 2025/26

Prayers of the People

Closing Hymn: MYV #135 Called by Earth and Sky
(please stand as you are able)

Commissioning and Benediction

Go from here to love out your baptismal faith,

and let the waters of creation buoy you up and give you strength.

Go from here nourished at this table of love,

and let the Holy One of Bethlehem be your guide and light.

May the Creator of All fill you with hope.

May Jesus the Christ meet you at the table and fill you with hunger for change.
May the Spirit of Liberation lead you into the path of grace.
And may the peace that passes all understanding go with you today. Amen.

Choral Closing: VU #971 Amen

Postlude

Worship Schedule

Jan 18 Second after Epiphany
Jan 25 Third after Epiphany
Feb 1 Fourth after Epiphany
Feb 8 Children’s Sunday

(with potluck lunch)

Prayer Cycles
Ministerial

Salvation Army

Living Skies Regional Council
Glenavon (Glenavon, Moffat)
Saskatoon: Grace Westminster
Gray

- Ray Friesen
- Jackie Orola Ravino
- Norma Hain

- The Sunday School



Moderator's New Year Address

Epiphany:
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Kick off your year with purpose! On Tuesday, January 6, 2026 (6:00-8:00 p.m. ET), join our
Moderator, The Right Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath, for an inspiring New Year’s address centered on the
theme of Epiphany.

We’ll also hear from Executive Minister Jennifer Henry and the Growth team—Rev. Cameron Fraser
and Emo Yango—as they share insights into Toward 2035 and welcome our newest Communities of
Faith. Note: Live interpretation will be provided for this event. Register today!

Shooting at Hanukkah Event Denounced; Prayers for all
Jewish Communities

[Image credit: The United Church of Canada]

A prayer of comfort and resistance:
God of life and hope, console all who mourn.
May they feel the comfort of your presence.

For those overwhelmed by fear,
grant your peace and the assurance of community solidarity.

May we resist the forces that exploit, dehumanize, and marginalize, and defend the dignity of every
human being.

Let fierce love combat hate, and violence be overcome, so your light of peace shines ever bright. We
pray to the Holy who has many names. Amen.

As the death toll continues to mount from the horrific shooting at Bondi Beach in Australia, we continue
in prayer for the dead, grieving family members, communities, and those recovering, as well as the first
responders, health workers, and all who were witness to this event, described as terrorism by the
Australian police.

We lift prayers at this holy time for the whole of the Jewish community in Australia, globally, and here
in Canada, recognizing the fear communities feel as they continue to mark the Hanukkah season—a
festival of light, resilience, and hope.

Read the full news story



https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=4e172a09d5&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=732606bc2f&e=a1cb0910f3
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=7b47fff9e2&e=a1cb0910f3

