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 FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 
  

Fourth After Epiphany 
 

Leading Worship: Norma Hain  

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Pianist: Mary Anderson 

Reader: Ila Wilms 

 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection 
 

 “Yahoo! (This is your celebration) 

   Yahoo! (This is your celebration) 

   Celebrate good times, come on (Let's celebrate) 

   Celebrate your life, come on (Let's celebrate) 
 

   There's a party goin' on right here 

   A celebration to last throughout the years 

   So bring your good times and your laughter too 

   We gonna celebrate your party with you 

   Come on now 
 

 [Refrain] 

  It's time to come together 

  It's up to you, what's your pleasure? 

  Everyone around the world, come on 

  Yahoo! It's a celebration 

  Yahoo!” 

 - Kool and the Gang 1980 

 

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Centering Hymn:   MV #115   Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New  

(please remain seated)  

    

Call to Worship  

 ONE: As we come to meet this morning may Your spirit come upon us. 

 ALL: May our minds receive Your emanations and our souls receive Your blessing,  

  and our hearts receive Your love. 

 ONE: May all those we meet or even think of on this day feel better for it. 

 ALL: May we contribute peace. 

 ONE: May we serve Your purpose with all we say and do today and always. 

 ALL: Please show us how. 
Adapted from:  Marianne Williamson, Illuminated Prayers. 
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Opening Hymn:   MV#147 God, Help Us to Treasure 

 (please stand as you are able) 

 

Gathering Prayer 

 Source of all Being, 

 May the faith and hope and love that abides in me be reinforced 

  in all my friendships and all my relationships.  

 May I share my life with those who are close to my heart  

  whether they are near at hand or far afield.  

 May my friendship with Spirit be strengthened  

  through my sharing of all my sorrows and trials and all my joys and celebrations.  

 In all that I experience, I give thanks for this life of mine. 

 Amen. 
(N.J. Hain) 

 

Prayer of Jesus - Paraphrase p. 916 

 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   MV #122   This Is the Day  

 (please remain seated) 

                      

Community Learning Time    - Melanie Davis     

 

Hymn:   MV #122   This Is the Day  

 (please remain seated)              

 

Scripture Readings:  Psalm 64 

              Proverbs 9:11 

              Hebrews 10:24-26 

              2 Corinthians 9:15 

                            3 John 1:2 

                            Philippians 4:4-7 

(The Inclusive Bible)  
 

ONE: We read these texts so that in them we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Sermon:    Celebrate, Come On! 

 

Choral Offering:    This Little Light of Mine p.38 Spirit of Singing 
   – African American, public domain 

 

Hymn:    MV #10 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom 
 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:   The Heart of Winter  

 

Invitation to Offering 
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Prayer of Dedication 

 From you we receive and to you we give our gifts as varied as they are.  

 Use us for the Great Work.  

 Amen. 
   

Prayers of the People 

 ALL: Let us pray. 

 ONE: As we take one more step on our journey let us turn our minds to all the blessings we have 

received. May we take a moment or two each day to say thank you. Thank you for all those 

we love and have loved who are or have taken part in our lives. Thank you for opening our 

eyes to those people who have become our friends and to bringing new people into our lives 

who share their time with us. Thank you for those who challenge us to be our best, not to be 

always right, but who remind us to do the right thing. 

 ALL: May I open my heart and mind and listen to your loving voice. 

 ONE: Let us give thanks for all the people in our community, province and country who provide 

services to us, services that we could not live without. Remind us when times are good to let 

them know how much we appreciate them. Remind us particularly when things are difficult 

for us, so that we keep a proper perspective. 

 ALL: May I open my heart and mind and listen for your loving voice. 

 ONE: Let us give thanks for all those around the world who work for world peace.  

  All those who do their best so that all people can be respected and have the necessities of life.  

Let us thank those who stand up for justice and inclusion and are not afraid to speak truth to 

power. 

 ALL: May I open my heart and mind and listen for your loving voice. 

 ONE: Let us give thanks for the light, for the life that each one of us has received. May we use our 

light to spread the good news that we are not alone. Let us take a moment of silent prayer to 

reflect on all we had and all we have for celebration. 

 (Moment of Silent Prayer…….) 

 ALL: Hear my prayers Holy One, Faithful Friend.  

May I open my heart and mind and listen to your loving voice. 

  Amen. 
  

Closing Hymn:   VU #299 Teach Me, God, to Wonder 

   (please stand as you are able) 
    

Sending Forth and Blessing 

Bless each of us as we are, unique and full of life’s gifts. 

Bless us as we celebrate your divine light given to each of us at our birth. 

Bless us as we go out boldly into the world, not knowing what tomorrow may bring. 
(N.J. Hain) 

 

Choral Closing:  VU # 964  Go Now in Peace (sung twice) 

          

Postlude 

______________________________________________ 
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Worship Schedule   

 

 Feb 8 Children’s Sunday - The Sunday School 

         (with potluck lunch) 

 

 Feb 15 Transfiguration Sunday - Ray Friesen 

 

 Feb 22 Lent One - Linda Stumpf 

 

 Mar 1 Lent Two - Pastor Patti Sherk  

  

 

Prayer Cycles 

 Ministerial 

  Zion Mennonite Church 

 Living Skies Regional Council  

  Black History Month  

  Regina: Heritage 

  Hudson Bay: St. Stephen’s 

  Humboldt 

  Ituna 
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Words of Hope, In the Face of Fear 

 
 
 
 
 
 
[Image credit: © Steve Allen | Dreamstime.com]  
 

I am alarmed by the escalation of the ICE raids and violence in the US, and the killing of Renee Good. 

The president of the United States is intensifying his fight against his enemies: Democrats and anyone 

else who opposes him, even people in his own party who try to limit his power. Our temptation is to 

retreat to fear, to hide, or to become what he wants us to be—his adversary—and to fight. Fight, flight, 

freeze, or fawn. 

 

The Christian response is to love. Read 1 Corinthians 13 and you will be reminded that love is not weak 

(it endures all things) and neither is it arrogant or resentful. Love stands in the place of hatred and is not 

moved. Love defends those suffering and welcomes them in.  

 

As Christians, our call is to a path of peace.  

 

We need to deepen our faith to meet the needs of this day—to learn spiritual practices, 
and the tools of peaceful resistance, and be ready to use them. We need to fill ourselves not with hate or 

fear, but with the love of Jesus, because this is the path of peace and healing to share with a divided 

world.  

 

In this Epiphany season, we celebrate the coming of God’s light in Jesus: “the sunrise shall visit us from 

on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and, in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 

way of peace.”  

 

Guide our feet, Lord, we pray.  

 

—The Right Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath is Moderator of The United Church of Canada 

 

For this blog and more visit Round the Table. 
 
 
 

 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=30cbe91246&e=a1cb0910f3

