
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, June 26, 2022 
 

Pride Sunday 
 

Leading Worship: Affirming Ministry Working Group 

Minister: Rev. Annette Taylor 

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

 
GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection   
 

You’ll go out in joy,  

you’ll be led into a whole and complete life.   

The mountains and hills will lead the parade,  

bursting with song.   

All the trees of the forest will join the procession,  

exuberant with applause!  

‒ Isaiah 55:12-13 (The Message) 
 

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

   

Lighting the Rainbow Candles 

 Flames of Love  by  Kimi Floyd Reisch  
   

Gathering Hymn:  The Spirit in Me Greets the Spirit in You 

     

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer  
ONE: Welcome in rainbow colours bright, 

  in diverse pixels—Pride’s delight: 

  uniquely one community 

  that nurtures opportunity. 

ALL: We come to sparkle and to glow 

  so each of us will ever know 

  the joy of God as hope and gift 

  that moves the world in loving shift. 
ONE: So, enter in this gathering place 

  T hat’s often labelled God’s own space. 

  It’s here we listen and we learn, 

  to pray and sing as we discern. 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

July 3 No Service 
 

July 10 4
th

 after Pentecost - Rev. Annette Taylor 
 

July 17 5
th

 after Pentecost - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

July 24 6
th

 after Pentecost - Rev. Annette Taylor 
  ________________________________________ 

 

Recent Events 

 Wednesday, June 22 – Eileen Adams Graveside Service 

    

We must ensure that anyone  
who walks up the steps of a United Church  
is radically welcomed. 

Originally Published On:  
June 19, 2018 
 
The old, grey stone steps of 
my local United Church in 
Toronto were recently 
transformed.  
They are now awash in a 
cheerful rainbow of hues, 
almost daring people who 
bustle by on the busy 
Toronto street not to stop and 
smile. I’m sure more than a 

few pedestrians have wondered, “What’s going on?” 
 
The steps leading up to the traditional wooden double-doors of 
Roncesvalles United are vibrantly decked out for Pride month. 
The concept of a church celebrating lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans, and 2-Spirit (LGBTQ2) people is not new to those of us 
steeped in United Church values, but it is for many others.   
Recently, I was chatting about my involvement 
with Roncesvalles United at a friend’s backyard gathering. One 
person’s mouth dropped. “Did you say your minister was 
lesbian?” he asked rather dumbfounded, as if I had proclaimed 
zebras had polka dots instead of stripes.      
 (continued on back of bulletin) 

https://www.roncesvallesuc.com/


 

ALL: So, let us come to find good news, 

  of walls torn down and love to choose, 

  to read the scriptures and reflect, 

  to gather so we can connect. 
ONE: In prayer we open up our souls 

  to ask God’s help to meet our goals: 

ALL: O God, it seems a bit sublime 

  to speak in prayer within a rhyme, 

  yet even with this format rare, 

  we know we’ll find your deepest care. 
ONE: With each new day, with each new change, 

  it opens places seeming strange. 

ALL: We turn our thinking upside down 

  and, in the struggle, deeply frown, 

  because it feels a foreign land, 

  and yet—for love—we take our stand. 

  Please guide us in your hallowed way, 

  for on Christ’s path we plan to stay. 

  Amen. 
Written by: Gord Dunbar , Gathering Pentecost 1 2022, page 31. 

  

Opening Hymn:  MV #30   It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker 
        (please stand as you are able) 

 

 

WORD 
 

Reflection:  The Original Pride Flag   
 

Music:  True Colours – sung by Gay Men’s Chorus of L.A. 
 ‒ Words & Music by Billy Steinberg & Tom Kelly  

 

 Reflection:   Stereotyping    
 

Music:  Born this Way ‒ sung by Metropolitan U.C. Gay Choir 
  ‒ Words & Music by Paul Edward Blair, Fernando Garibay,  

   Stefani J. Germanotta &  Jeppe Breum Laursen 
 

Reflection:  The Progress Flag   
 

Hymn: MV #138 My Love Colours Outside the Lines 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:  SW Pride Week 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 Take what we offer, O God, 

  weaving each gift into the rainbow canopy  

  of our becoming. 

 Bless us with the courage and the freedom  

  to live each unique hue of ourselves for one another, 

 sharing our strengths, our talents, and our hearts  

  in community,  

 discovering your love lived in humility  

  for right relations. Amen.  
 Written by : Gord Dumbar, Gathering Pentecost 1 2022, page 32. 

 

Prayers of the People:    O Love That Will Not Let Us Go

 Written by Jordan Sullivan, 
  https://united-church.ca/prayers/prayer-pride-month 

  

Closing Hymn:  MV #154  Deep in our Hearts      

           (please stand as you are able) 

 

Benediction:  Blessed are the Queer       
    Written by HP Rivers 
   

Choral Closing:  VU #964  Go Now in Love  (sung  twice)  

____________________________ 

 

  

Prayer Cycles   

 Ministerial 

    Christ the Redeemer Parish 

 Living Skies Regional Council 

  Goose Lake (Harris, Zealandia), Gray 

  Grasslands (Glentworth, Mankota, McCord) 

  Grenfell 

  Saskatoon: Grosvenor Park 
 

https://united-church.ca/prayers/prayer-pride-month


(continued from previous page) 

The individual, whom I met for the first time that day, told me he 

was gay. He said he couldn’t remember the last time he was in 

any sort of “religious institution”—except to attend funerals—

and was taken aback to learn that a church not only welcomed 

LGBTQ2 people, but encouraged them to become members, 

and enthusiastically married and ordained them. 

I am straight. But the United Church's acceptance of LGBTQ2 

people was one of the strong tugs I felt toward the church in my 

late 20s when I was looking for a spiritual home, after not 

stepping inside a “religious institution” since my pre-teen days 

singing in a suburban Anglican choir. My first—and current—

United Church ministers proudly identify as LGBTQ2. 

 

As a proud church member, volunteer, and employee, I am 

reminded this 2018 Pride month that we—the United Church—

must never stop shouting our openness from the rooftops. We 

must never stop drawing the circle wider, acting on that divine 

nudge to find the next barrier to compassionately break down. 

We must all play a role in ensuring that anyone who walks up 

the drab, or colourful, steps of a United Church is radically 

welcomed. 

 

As George Michael sang in his 1988 hit, “We’ve gotta have 

faith, faith, faith….” 

— Kathryn Dorrell is the senior editor in the Communications 

Unit of the General Council Office. 

 

Read More of this Blog 

 

https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/let-our-true-colours-shine

